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Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 

Year Six have been  
learning all about 

the circulatory  
system this week 
and have even 
made their own 

blood! 

http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/Default.aspx


Pupils used oil, milk, syrup and red food colouring 
to represent the various component parts of the 
blood – red blood cells, white blood cells, plasma 
and platelets.  The combined these ingredients in a 
test tube, using the correct proportions to simulate 
the blood which circulates our bodies. 





Year Three have been learning about the three main types of rock:  sedimentary,         
metamorphic and igneous.  To help the children’s understanding of how each is formed,  
pupils used Starburst sweets!  

The children applied pressure to the sweets by squeezing, using warm hands.  The sweets 
begin to change shape and fuse together to form metamorphic rock  

To simulate the metamorphic rock being pushed deeper underground where it becomes  
molten magma, pupils  heated the sweets until they became liquid. They were then allowed 
to cool. The result was a shiny substance made from crystallised sugar – very similar to the 
crystalline structure of igneous rock!    



In Doves’ class assembly, the  children shared 
their understanding of the rock cycle  

They also 
presented  

information 
about the life 

of fossil 
hunter, Mary 

Anning. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 



Angel of God, my guardian dear, 
To whom His love entrusts me here, 
Ever this day (night) be at my side, 
To light and guard, 
To rule and guide. 
Amen. 

Year Two pupils have been learning the Roman Catholic teaching that every 
person has a guardian angel who protects them from physical and spiritual 
harm. The Guardian Angel Prayer is one of the most important prayers that 
Catholic children learn.  

The children worked in groups to decipher the prayer.  They decided that the 
prayer  shows love and respect for the work that the guardian angel does on 
a person’s behalf. It is expected that a guardian angel keeps you safe, prays 
for you, and helps you through tough times.  

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 14: Freedom of Thought, Belief and Religion. 

We are         
philosophers 

and         
theologians.  



Year 4 have been creating text maps 
for their new model text, “Escape from   
Pompeii.” The children created symbols 
to represent specific words/phrases in 
the story, so that it is easier to      
memorise. 



This week, our enthusiastic Year 3 and 4 children rolled up their sleeves and 
got to work during their Forest School session, helping to regenerate our school 
allotment. From clearing weeds to turning soil, they embraced the challenge 
with energy and determination. 

As part of their efforts to bring new life to the space, they also planted some 
beautiful hydrangeas, adding a splash of colour that we can all enjoy as they 
bloom. It was a fantastic hands-on learning experience, fostering teamwork,  
responsibility, and a deeper connection with nature. Well done, Year 3 and 4 
— we can’t wait to see the fruits of your labour grow.  

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 



Year Two enjoyed completing their maths investigation outdoors today.  

The children were learning to measure length  using standard, metric units and 
they took turns to throw a range of equipment from hoops to rugby balls. They 
then used metre sticks to measure the distance of equipment thrown  

The furthest distance was a staggering 16m!  

 

 

 

Year Two also ended their Geography topic by making fantastic models of 
coastlines using recycled materials.  The results showcased the things children 
have learnt throughout this unit of work. 



 

 

 

 

On Wednesday, four children from Starlings and Wagtails participated in an 
event at Lillington Library.  They competed against other schools there, the 
challenge being to present a creative response to a story.  

The children acted out the main parts from our World Book Day text,  “Croc 
and Bird” by Alex Deacon.  They emphasised the story’s  important message 
of no discrimination. They also participated in a book quiz—and won! 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 



 

 

 

 

 

 

In assembly on Tuesday, we were visited by some special visitors including Nick 
from Child Friendly Warwickshire,  Umar  from the WCC Voice, Influence and 
Change team and Nikki who is one of our school governors..  They presented 
us with our School of Sanctuary Award, a great honour as we are the first 
Warwickshire school to receive this accolade. 

Nick and the team congratulated us on offering a warm and inclusive           
environment at school which welcomes families from a plethora of different 
backgrounds. 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 22: Refugee Children 



 

 

 

 

 

Reception pupils are learning about how we grow and change.  This week,  
families with babies were invited into the classroom for a question and answer 
session. 

The children thought of their own questions: 

When will they sit up? 

What does he/she eat? 

How do babies learn to walk? 

What does he/she like to play? 

When will they climb? 

Can they clap their hands? 

When will they stop wearing nappies? 

Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 29: Goals of Education 



We know that our children lead 
varied and interesting lives outside 
of school and love hearing about 
the many, exciting activities that 
everyone gets up to.  Here are 
two of our Sydenham Superstars 
with news of their special   
achievements out of school. 

 

Adele has cut her hair in aid of 
the Little Princess Trust.  She 
raised an amazing £168! 

And here is    
Nicole, showing 
off her Irish 
dancing skills 
for St Patrick’s 
Day. 

Nicole also 
scored her fifth 
goal in three 
football     
matches!  She is 
the captain of 
her team and a 
true leader. Convention on the Rights of  the Child 

Article 14: Freedom of Association 



 





Resources to Support Transition to a New School 

Moving up to a new school is a big change for children and parents or 
caregivers. It’s a new stage of growing independence and separation. 
fears and worries are a normal part of this transition.  As parents, 
your role is to help children cope with and overcome their fears, to 
nurture them to feel brave and capable. 

New resources created by psychologists and Balsall Common Primary 
school are now available at www.inourplace.co.uk/moving-up to     
promote connected relationships between parents and children as they 
navigate changes from nursery to primary and primary to secondary. 
These resources are free and aim to help children thrive in their new 
school environment  

https://www.inourplace.co.uk/moving-up












Tuesday 25th March Y6 Easter visit to St Mary’s church. 

Wednesday 26th March Y6 netball tournament at Kingsley School (10 pupils.) 

Thursday 27th Mrch Y3 visit to Coventry Cathedral. 

Friday 28th March Y4 river walk. 

Friday 28th March MUFTI (non-uniform) Day.  If you wear your own choice of 
clothes, please donate via ParentPay. 

Friday 31st March Rock Steady concert at 2.15pm—- new date. 

Wednesday 2nd April Y2 Wrens class assembly 9.15am. 

Thursday 3rd April YR Writing workshop for parents/carers at 2.30pm. 

Thursday 3rd April Y2 visit to The Sealife Centre. 

Thursday 3rd April Writing workshop for YR parents/carers. 

Thursday 3rd April Y4 Starlings assembly—new date. 

Monday 7th April Y5 Greeks Day. 

Monday 7th April YR trip to tulip fields. 

School closed for Easter holiday 

Monday 14th April—Friday 25th April 

Pupils return to school on Monday 28th April 

Please note that Monday 21st July is an INSET day and school will be closed. 

 

 




